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Albatross

Begins his flight

Cruising high

Day and night

Eventually he

Finds his pace

Gaining speed

He flies with grace

| hear him now

Just out of sight

King of the skies

Lord of the night

Master of the Universe

No fear, seldom attacked

Only when drifting he's

Prey of shark in fact

Questions are asked

Regarding his past

Squid-eater with

Twelve foot wing span

Unlikely mythology

Various rumours of

When... (very

eXciting tale)

Yes - he was hanging

Zestless on the Ancient Mariner

The new day slaps me

Feels like a musty flannel

| crawl into it

The red-eyed fuel gauge
Winks on-off spitefully again
Limited cruising

Tyres crunching gravel
In the vaporous morning air

Birds sing tunelessly

Porridge or boiled eggs.

Tackle the slopes of the stairs

Descend to the chair

Back again later

Smile fastened firmly in place
Climb up now - bedtime



Rabbit-shaped shrapnel
In my dad’s cold hand: I note

Skin and bomb are mauve.

On the map black and

White arrows lock like antlers:

Monty v. Rommel.

And at Stalingrad
A goitre forms, shrinks daily:
T’m numbed by snow-deaths.

Latin lessons, I’m

Fulvius against Goths; play-
Ground, I dogfight Huns.

Steamed up, sweat in my

Eyes, the gas maryflaps and farts
- Like a bladder fish.

Frombedroom darkness
The aurora at the docks.

Is Hitler Guy Fawkes?

At the wire boys Sieg
Heil, achtung. The inmates stare:

Ttalians all.

In the B.O.P.

Maxim gun fights assegai,
But I dream Stukas.

Terrors of sleeping
Under the stairs: mice, sirens,
Hearing Poe’s black cat.

~

Best about shelters:

My mother’s scotch broth and plaid

Lapping1warmth.

_-“Roll out the barrel!”

“There ’ll always be an England!”
~

Nice Alvar Liddell.

1939- 1945

mask
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