The
Battle of Shrewsbury

215t July 1403



Principal
participants

King Henry |V
Henry Percy k/a Hotspur

Prince Henry (later Henry V)
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ICV ¢ 1Ll enry was the son of John of

Gaunt and a cousin of King
Richard I1. He took the crown in 1399
and reigned for 14 troubled years.

In 1398 Klng Richard sent Henry into exile.
ater, John of Gaunt died. Henry
fathgrs possessions now
rown. Henry, unwilliog to Il
ce losx, returned to England

wlth asma" al'my

Rlchnrd ll Snsitot popular king. As Henry
marched towards London other nobles soon

joined him. Henry's attempt to snatch the

throne sticceeded. However, the crown came {
at a price.

Throughout | lenry’s reign England suffered |
from unrest and revolt. Henry had set a

even a monarch could be l'cp|m'cd lw_\' a more

popular rival.

|
dangerous precedent. He had shown that |
|
|
|

These tensions came to a head at the Battle of
Shrewsbury when | lenry came very close to
losing the crown. Had the northern rebels, led
by Percy, met and joined forces with the Welsh
troops under the command of Owain Glyndwr,

history could have been very different.

By 1405 Henry was sulfering from ill
health. He began to rely more and more
on his son to In p govern the kingdom.

Henry finally died in 1413.




Why Henry IV usurped the throne

Henry Bolingbroke was grandson of Edward Ill
and cousin of Richard Il

Richard Il banished Henry Bolingbroke and
appropriated Lancastrian property

Richard was an unpopular king

Richard was in Ireland in1399 when Henry
returned

Henry had the support of the Percys
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enry Hotspur Percy w,
powerful noblema

his feud with Km&

power, wealth
in peacetime. Hem"y'Pe_ ) [
experienced soldier leading nuierous aftadks
on the Scottish Army. His military success
gave him the nickname ‘Hotspur”.

However, his revolt against Henry IV proved to
be his downfall. At Shrewsbury, in the heat of
battle, Percy charged into the fray and was killed.
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Reasons for Hotspur’s rebellion

The King failed to repay the Percys — the Earl of
Northumberland and his son Hotspur — for their
campaigns against the Scots and Welsh

The King had broken his oath not to take the
throne

The King refused to ransom Edmund Mortimer

The King rewarded the Earl of Westmoreland and
made him Keeper of Roxburgh

The King made Hotspur hand over the Scottish
knights whom he had captured at Homildon Hill






The battle - why Shrewsbury ?

Hotspur recruited forces in Cheshire
He hoped to have support of Owen Glyn Dwr

He planned to attack Henry, Prince of Wales,
at Shrewsbury

The King was marching north but as soon as
he learned of the rebellion, he diverted his
army to defend Shrewsbury and to confront
Hotspur
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CAST OF CHARACTE RS

The royal army

King Richard 11 Richard came ro the throne in 1367 when he was just 10 years old
He was to prove an unpopular ruler and in |
by Henry 1V

King Henry IV Henry Bolingbroke (as he wa previously known) took the

by force from his cousin, the king, as the result of Richard! ryranny

Henry, Prince of Wales Henry was the son of Henry IV and the future He nry V. He demonstrated

at Shrewsbury the courae ind genius thar would u Itimarely lead to the

WY was replaced

English victory ar Agincourr in 1415

Earl of Dunbar A close advisor to Henry IV ar Shrewsbury.
carl of Dougla

Earl of Stafford A loyal supporter of Henry 1V ar Shrews! ury who w

s killed in barele

The rebel army

Earl of Northumberland Henry |
Inarially he

Earl of Westmorland Thomas Per
uncle o *Hotspn
previously loval to borl
Ill‘ln'l’““ 1] "

‘Hotspur’ Henry Pen tl

Celebrated to
and tmpotuous, to
at Shrewshury

Owen Glendower Owen wis th
Homspur had hoped

Welsh feader Jid

Earl of Douglas The Scorrish earl mad

Howspur, to make commaor

and the earl of Dunbar

Gtk



Deployment of Hotspur’s army

Possibly 5,000 but as many as 12,000

Hotspur took the higher ground on a ridge
near Albright Hussey

Each army in three units, with archers in
between men-at-arms

Hotspur and the Earl of Douglas led the
centre, and Thomas, Earl of Worcester led the

vanguard
Worcester had defected from Prince Henry




The King’s army

Perhaps 10,000 men or as many as 14,000

The King led the main force with the Earl of
Dunbar

The Earl of Stafford led the vanguard on the
right

Prince Henry led the rearguard on the left
The King sent the Abbots of Shrewsbury and

Haughmond to parley; Hotspur sent his uncle,
the Earl of Worcester



The battle

It took place on Saturday 215t July 1403
It began late in the afternoon
At first, Hotspur’s archers were dominant

It was the first battle on English soil in which both
sides used the longbow against each other

Hotspur led an onslaught directed at the King
Hotspur was killed

Prince Henry led a counter-attack in spite of his
wound

The rebel army was routed




Prince Henry

Despite his military successes, however, he was not a
thick-set brute. In 1415 Jean Fusoris, part of a French
embassy at the English court, noted that he did not look
like a warrior, his appearance suiting him better to the
church. Similarly, Tito Livio (¢.1437) commented in his
biography that: ‘he was beauteous of visage with a long

neck, slender body and small bones’.

R e boxn & prince. At Tht Siine of his bisth, On 16th September 1400, Owen Glendower
at Monmouth castle on 16th September 1386, he : i s e
declared himself Prince of Wales, throwing

was a minor royal, the greatgrandson of Edward 111
Richard II then being a 20 year old king with down the gauntlet to the young Henry, w hose

a potentially long reign ahead.

official ritle it was.




The aftermath

The Earl of Douglas fled but was captured (Douglas’
leap)

The Earl of Worcester, Sir Richard Venables and Sir
Richard Vernon were captured, and executed on 23™
July

Hotspur’s body was buried at Whitchurch, but
disinterred on the order of the King, and then
beheaded and quartered

The Earl of Northumberland claimed not to have been
party to the rebellion, but rebelled in 1408 and was
killed

Owen Glyn Dwr’s rebellion — highpoint in 1404
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Royal revenge!

Hotspur was buried at Whitchurch after the battle. King Henry, however, had his corpse
exhumed. The Dieulacres Chronicle records that Henry had it first preserved with salt and then
exhibited in Shrewsbury, where he publicly berated it, before ordering it to be disembowelled.

dismembered and cut into quarters: his head was sent to York, and the remaining quarters

to Bristol, Chester, Newcastle and London.

On Monday 23rd July, the surviving rebel leaders were deal with:

Earl Thomas, Sirs Richard Vernon and Richard
Venables were hung, drawn and quartered, in
Shrewsbury Marketplace, Thomas Percy’s head

then being sent for display on London Bridge.
It was not removed until 18th December.

A town in ruins!

onsiderably as a resulr of the battle, with a petition made t©
state, though a plea for tax exemption
403, and

If suffered ¢
107 as to its ruinous and impoverished

Fhis had resulted from the occupancy of the royal army in |
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Battlefield Church of St Lawrence

A huge number of dead and wounded — at least
2,000 and perhaps up to 6,000

Many thought to have been buried in mass grave
on site of the church (open to question)

The king ordered the church to be built to
commemorate the slain

Clergy to say masses for the souls of the dead
Built in 1409 on Richard Hussey’s land
Now looked after by Church Conservation Trust
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